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jt would be, therefore, grossly criminal to condemn that sex to
death merely from precaution. By ascribing to them all sorts
of improper conduct, you have indeed successfully persuaded
the Hindoo community to look down upon them as contempt-
ible and mischievous creatures, whence they have been sub-
jected to constant miseries. I have, therefore, to offer a few
remarks on this head.

" 'Women are in general inferior to men in bodily strength
and energy; consequently the male part of the community,
taking advantage of their corporeal weakness, have denied to
them those excellent merits that they are entitled to by nature,
and afterwards they are apt to aay that women are naturally
incapable of acquiring those merits. But if we give the subject
consideration, we may easily ascertain whether or not your
accusation against them is consistent with justice. As to their
inferiority in point of understanding, when did you ever afford
them a fair opportunity of exhibiting their natural capacity z
How then can you accuse them of want of understanding ? If,
after instruction in knowledge and wisdom, a person cannot
comprehend or retain what has been taught him, we may con-
sider him as deficient ; bat as you keep women generally void
of education and acquirements, you cannot, therefore, in justice
proiiounee of their inferiority. On the contrary, Leolavutee,
Bhanoomutee (the wife of the prince of Kurnat), and that of
Kahdas, are celebrated for their thorough knowledge of all tho
Shastras : moreover in the Vnhudarunyuk Opunished of the
Ujoor Ved it is clearly stated, that Yagnuvulkyu imparted
divine knowledge of the most difficult nature to his wife
Muitreyee, who was able to follow and completely attain it !

" ' Secondly. You charge them with want of resolution, at
which I feel exceedingly surprised : for we constantly perceive,
in a country where the name of death makes the male shudder,
that the female, from her firmness of mind, offers to burn with
the corpse of her deceased husband ; and yet you accuse those
women of deficiency in point of resolution." Transl,, pp. 251,
252.